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which he created, but in Abingdon and all it stan

For thirty years the Very name of this historic Berk
meant ‘MG’ to sports-car enthusiasts throughout ¢
McComb, MG historian and edjtor of Safety Fast,
little Thames-side village where the cows leave
Surely a very apt remark, when you reflect ¢
town, filled with a thousand years of histor
MG’s en route for all quarters of the globe.

Kim was building his early cars in the former Clarendon Hotel
stables, and in Pusey Lane. By 1925 it became obvious that the Pusey
Lane works could no longer cope with increasing demand for MG
SpOrts cars, 5o larger premises were taken in Bainton Road, Oxford, the
old factory being handed over to the Garages as a commercial-vehicle

depot. It was at Bainton Road work started on the 14/40, production
being some six cars a week.
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Two years later, the Bainton Road factory was given over to the

Osberton Works for the production of Morris radiators, after a spell of
occupation by a holiday caravan company, and MG moved il
16,000-3q. ft. site in Leopold Street (where second-hand MG’s wer(el
handled for the first time), and eventually another factory wasops
in Edmund Road, Cowley, close to the main works of Morris Mottzl";-
‘It is, we believe, the only factory of its kind in the Worlc_l dt?;fle:s
solely to the manufacture of sports cars,’ Kim told the motoring Pres
The factory cost them £20,000, and they could push production UE 0
35 cars a week. It was here in 1928 that the MG Midget first cam ear
life, and, in the same year, the 18/8o Six Mk. I. But within 2 ¥
Kimber was forced to realize he needed yet more Lebensraum. ther-
e came when he heard that the Pa"’lof’a Lcainws
works in near-by Abingdon had space to spare. This family buskiﬂg
was at a climax of production during the 1914-18 war, M2

as
fleece-lined leather trench coats for soldiers, so naturally ther¢ ™

-time
space to spare at the works whep Production came back to peace
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the cockpit of a bored-out police TA, showing radio controls
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The MG Companion

high-octane fuel is sO generally available that Stage 2 or Progres

Hi::v 2 will probably be preferred. But for MG users in other Imrtss to
the world, Stage 1a may be very useful, This Stage 1a applies E:Kpl'(’%g?f
the TD auties, bat gpelc B¢ modified in certain circumstances tonlh}é

t, the ratio is raised to 8-6:1, and head, ports and manifp]g;
d as in Stage 1. Then (as will be described in greater detai] i
2), larger inlet and exhaust valves are fitted, using inlet valyes

MG 862/460) and the special sodium-cooled exhaust valves (MG

2fHo (166

These exhaust valves have larger stems and so require special
bronze guides (MG 862/467) and special cotters (MG 862/468). These
bronze guides should be pressed in to stand approximately 24 mm.
above the top of the head face; they are in fact longer than the standard
guides, so protrude farther into the exhaust port. Stronger valve springs
must be fitted, to counteract the effect of the increased valve weight.
Springs should be 150 Ib. (Parts No. MG 862/462 and 463), and
details of fitting are given in Stage 2. These will prevent bounce up toa
maximum of 6,000 r.p.m.
If one does not mind the slight extra trouble involved in cutting the {
cyanide-hardened valve-stem shrouds, these may be cut off close to the
top, leaving just the top collar and } in. of the tubular portion to locate
the inner valve spring. A grinding wheel must be used to shorten them,
owing to the toughness of the cyanide-hardening, but it is worth the -
trouble entailed to help compensate for the additional valve weight.
To reduce some of the rocker friction, remove the thrust springs between
the rockers on the shaft, and replace them with steel distance tubes,
leaving about 0:003-0-005-in. end-float. 2
If trouble is experienced with the cylinder-head gasket in this Stag;
Ia tune, use a competition gasket (MG 862/472), or, on 2 e t":s;
solely for racing, a gasket cut from 20 S.W.G. silver-finishing auto-bo tf)
steel may be fitted. To accommodate this gasket, it will be necesﬁag'.ng
lap the cylinder head and block faces together withfvalve-grindt
compound.
The larger 1}-in.-diameter S.U.’s should be fitted (det
3), and it is also suggested that the thermostat bellows an<,
remo_ved, and the small by-pasg pipc (from lower radiator PP
the side of the thermostat body) should be plugged up- 1o 0°022 -
_ For maximum output, the tappets should be opened upd o the
in. As much as 2 b.h.p. will be lost with the tappets ol L.5.!
standard ¢.g 19 in. hot, Use carburetter jets 0-09 in., and ne;a.ce of the
El‘:;ﬁker, E‘L-) put in with the shoulder % in. below i about seve? MG enthysinsts ; ; . /
Pot piston, and mixture adjusting nuts screwed down Harglq ji?m in the United States : (L. f0 £ &
Ance, Jack Hargreaves, Dick Dohmen,
112 Vlossak, founder of the Detroit Club.

Cecil Kimber, Lord Nuffield, ‘Goldie’ Gardner and Reid Railton with
the 200-m.p.h. car based on the old ‘Humbug’ chassis.
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EX. 120, the first 750 c.c. car to reach 100 m.p.h.,
breaking Montlhery runs.

during its record-

i : : W ied K.3.
Kim?’ with a special ‘one-off’ Corsica-bodie 3

.+ Billv Cotton with the K.3 I\Izl.gnct}p be raced at Brooklangs
.Band-l(fad(!:- Bj\l}l;,o (l.;;)it}i)}? picture are ‘Wilkie’ Wilkinson, today associateq
in the 193F(-; s. e Ecosse team, and (holding champagne bottle) Hugh p
- curic L 'Mchnnell, R.A.C. scrutineer.

A bunch of MG

R types at Brooklands.



i i 0 ion trim. The blown version was
Midget in production : )
marketed at £345.

S“P‘fl‘charged PB-type of the ‘Cream Cracker’ team, driven by Magios
Toulmin in 1936.
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ry 3,000 miles (5,
the air cleaner should be serviced as follo

if the noise produced
In the intensity of the

000 km.) or more frequently in dusty cop.
ws. Unscrew and

two bolts, remove the outer cover and withdraw the elemen;
ody of each cleaner. Wash thoroughly in gasoline, drain and

et t > element with S.A.E. 20 engine oil, and allow to dry

8. Reassemble the front element with the corrugations
breather spigot in the filter case. St
- MGA’s commencing with No. 24954, an ad.dltitlﬁntké:
urn spring is introduced as a safety precaution, an 9
is replaced by a new spring. These new parts may e
1€r cars as follows: Remove the original accelerator rszhﬁ
fit the new part (Part No. AHH 5621). Remov (Past
¢ and replace the anchor pin with the new P"I’{rt 625).
the new accelerator cable (Part No. AHH 5 gt
ket | r’t No. AHH 5623) to one of the acgt No

nd fit the auxiliary return spring (Par
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