GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTROLS
Hand brake

The hand brake lever is located alongside the driver’s seat and operates the rear wheel brakes only.

To operate, pull up the lever and press the knob in the end with the thumb to lock the lever in position. To release
the brakes, pull upwards on the lever to automatically release the lock and then push downwards.

Always apply the hand brake when parking.

Brake pedal
The pedal operates the hydraulic brakes on all four wheels and will also operate the twin stop warning lamps

when the ignition is switched on.

Gear lever

The four forward gears and the reverse gear are engaged by moving the lever to the positions indicated in the
illustration,

To engage the reverse gear move the lever to the left of the neutral position until resistance is felt, apply side pressure
to the lever to overcome the resistance and then pull it backwards to engage the gear.

Synchromesh engagement is provided on second, third and fourth gears.
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The location of the driving controls

Seat adjustment |
A lever is provided at the front of each seat and this must be pressed outwards to release the catches and allow the

seat to slide.

Steering column adjustment
This enables the steering wheel to be placed in the most comfortable driving position after slackening a clamp

bolt below the wheel hub.

M.G. ‘MGA’., Issuel. 22142 General Information 1




GENERAL INFORMATION—continued

Headlamp beam dip switch
This is situated on the left of the clutch pedal and is foot operated. The switch will dip the headlamp beams

on one depression and raise them on the next.

Bonnet lock release
The bonnet is hinged at the rear and the lock is released by pulling on the ring below the instrument panel on the

extreme left-hand side of the car.
The bonnet is still held by the safety catch, which must be released before the bonnet can be raised.

To re-lock the bonnet in the fully closed position after opening, press downwards on the front of the bonnet until
the lock is heard to engage.

INSTRUMENT PANEL

Speedometer )
The speedometer also records the trip and total distances. The trip recorder is resct to zero by pushing upwards

the knob below the instrument and turning it anti-clockwise.
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The right-hand side of the instrument panel (R.H.D.)

Main beam warning light
The warning light at the bottom of the speedometer dial glows red when the headlamp main beams are in use, as

a reminder to dip the beams when approaching other traffic. ‘ :

Engine revolution indicator

This dial is calibrated in hundreds of revolutions per minute. Normal use of the engine will not require speeds
over 5,000 r.p.m. and great care must be taken if the needle does approach the amber sector of the dial, which com-
mences at 5,500 r.p.m. Under favourable conditions the needle may be allowed to enter the amber sector but under no

circumstances must it enter the red sector.

Ignition warning light
The warning light at the bottom of the revolution indicator dial glows red when the ignition is switched on and
will go out again when the engine is started and its speed is increased sufficiently for the dynamo to charge the battery.

Should the light glow at all engine speeds, the dynamo is not charging the battery.

Oil pressure gauge
The pressure of the oil should be between 30 1b./sq. in. and 801b./sq. in. (2'1 kg./cm.? and 5-6 kg./cm.?) under normal
running conditions. Approximately 10 Ib./sq. in. (-7 kg./cm.?) should be shown when the engine is idling. '
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GENERAL INFORMATION—continued

Water temperature gauge
The temperature of the cooling water leaving the cylinder head is indicated by this gauge and should be approxi-

mately 160° F. when the engine is running normally.

Starter switch
Pull out the knob marked ‘S’ to operate the starter motor. The switch must be pushed in immediately the engine

starts.

Lamp switch
To switch on the sidelamps, tail-lamps, and number-plate illumination lamp pull out the knob marked ‘L.
Turn the knob clockwise and pull out again to switch on the headlamps. :
See ‘“Headlamp beam dip switch’ and ‘Main beam warning light’.

Fog lamp switch

A fog lamp is not fitted as standard equipment, but the switch marked ‘F’ on the instrument panel is connected
to the battery and is ready for use when a fog lamp is connected to it.

Pull out the knob to switch on the fog lamp.
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The left-hand side of the instrument panel (R.H.D.)

Panel lamp switch

To illuminate the instruments turn the control knob ‘P’ clockwise. The first movement of the knob will switch on
the lamps and further turning to the right will dim the lamps.

The panel lamps will only operate when the sidelamps are also switched on.

Direction indicator switch
The lever-type switch on the outer edge of the panel controls the flashing indicator unit. The unit will operate only

while the ignition is switched on and flashes the sidelamp and tail lamp, on the side of the car to which the switch lever

is moved, until it is automatically switched off.
While the flashing unit is switched on, the warning light next to the switch will show green.

Fuel gauge
This operates only when the ignition is switched on.

Choke or mixture control
To enrich the mixture and assist starting when the engine is cold, pull out the knob marked ‘C’ and lock it in

position by turning it anti-clockwise. Turn the knob clockwise and push it inwards to the normal running position as
soon as the engine is warm enough to run without the rich mixture.
Never allow the engine to run for any length of time with the knob pulled out.
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GENERAL INFORMATION—continued

Ignition switch
The fuel pump and gauge are brought into action by this switch, which is also the master switch for the windshield

wipers and direction indicators.

Windshield wiper switch
The windshield wipers are self-parking and operate only when the ignition is switched on.
Pull out the control ‘W’ to set the wiper blades in motion. Push in the knob to switch off the motor and park

the blades.

Map-reading lamp
The map-reading lamp is controlled by the adjacent knob, which must be pulled out to switch on the light. The
lamp will only operate while the sidelamps are switched on. ‘

Windshield washer
When windshield-washing equipment is fitted it is operated by the knob marked ‘Push’ below the fuel gauge.
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The circulation of the air through the heater unit with the controls positioned as recommended on page
General Information 5

HEATING AND DEMISTING EQUIPMENT
The 2-75-kw. heating and demisting unit is fitted as an extra to standard equipment (see Section 5.9).

Fresh air is ducted from the radiator grille to the heating element and blower motor mounted below the bonnet.

Water from the engine cooling system is used to heat the element.
Warmed air issues from the toeboard or the windshield demisting vents according to the position of the controls

mounted below the instrument panel
M.G. ‘MGA’. Issue 1. 22142
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GENERAL INFORMATION—continued

Air

The left-hand knob controls the air supply. When the knob is pushed in the air duct is open and air at atmospheric
temperature will enter the car when it is in motion and will issue from the toeboard or demisting vents.

While the control is pushed in it may be turned clockwise to switch on the blower motor, if the ignition is switched
on also, and this will increase the flow of air into the car unit and may be used to give a supply of air when the car is
stationary.

If the blower motor is switched off by the air control, the knob can be pulled outwards to close the air duct and
prevent fresh air entering the car from the toeboard or windshield vents. The blower cannot be switched on while the
knob is pulled out.

NOTE.—The heating and demisting equipment control panel fitted to some cars has the blower motor operating switch
incorporated in the temperature control lever. These control panels may be identified by the temperature lever knob, which
is round and marked ‘B’. Pull out the knob to switch on the blower motor.

The left-hand control on these papels will regulate the air supply only.

Demist

The right-hand knob on the heater unit control panel operates a shutter in the panel above the gearbox cover
When the control is pushed into the normal position the shutter is open and most of the air from the unit will enter the
car at the toeboard while some will issue from the vents below the windshield. As the knob is pulled out the shutter
closes and more air is delivered to the car from the demisting vents, giving the maximum supply of air to the windshield.
This is the demist position of the control if the blower is switched on and also the defrost position if the heater is
operating.

Temperature _

The temperature lever operates the water valve on the engine. When the lever is in the left-hand position the hot
water supply is cut off and air entering the car through the unit will not be heated. As the lever is moved to the right
the water supply is increased and the maximum temperature is obtained.

As a general guide, here are some of the more frequently required positions:

(1) No additional ventilation or heating. Pull out the air control, push the temperature control to the left.

(2) Hot weather. Push in the air and demist controls. Move the temperature control to the left. To increase the
supply of air switch on the blower motor.

(3) Warm weather. Set the controls as for hot weather. To increase the supply of air switch on the blower motor.
To prevent mist forming on the windshield pull out the demist contro! partially.

(4) Cold weather. Place the air control in its normal position. Place the temperature lever according to the degree
of heating required. Switch on the blower to increase the air supply. (If demisting is required pull out the demist
control).

(5) Severe cold. Move the temperature control to the right for maximum heating and pull out the demist control
fully to give a maximum supply of hot air to the '
screen. Switch on the blower motor to increase
the air flow.

WINDSHIELD WASHER

The washing equipment supplied as an optional fitting
is operated by pumping the knob on the instrument
panel. As the knob moves towards the panel a jet of
cleaning fluid is ¢jected onto the windshield from nozzles
on the scuttle.

Set the windshield wipers in motion before operating
the cleaning jets.

Fluid for the windshield is stored in an unbreakable
bottle clipped to the engine bulkhead. When refilling
with fluid, lift the bottie from its clip and unscrew the
cap.

M.G. ‘MGA’. Issuel. 22142 . General Information 5






























