AUSTIN A30 COUNTRYMAN

AUSTIN A90 WESTMINSTER DE LUXE
(WITH OVERDRIVE)
AUSTIN A105

B.M.W. TYPE 501 V-8

CITROEN 2CV (TYPE AZ) CABRIOLET
FORD CONSUL MK. Il SALOON

FORD SQUIRE ESTATE CAR

FORD ZODIAC MK. I

HILLMAN NEW MINX DE LUXE SALOON
HUDSON RAMBLER

HUMBER HAWK ESTATE CAR

HUMBER SUPER SNIPE SALOON
(AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION )

JAGUAR 2.4 LITRE (WITH OVERDRIVE)
M.G. SERIES - M.G.A. TWO-SEATER
MORGAN 4/4 SERIES I

MORRIS ISIS DE LUXE SALOON
(WITH OVERDRIVE)

NASH METROPOLITAN HARD-TOP

PACKARD CLIPPER

PARAMOUNT 14-LITRE ROADSTER
ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD
ROVER #90" (WITH OVERDRIVE)

ROVER “LAND ROVER 107" STATION
WAGON DE LUXE

STANDARD FAMILY EIGHT

STANDARD FAMILY TEN
(WITH ALEXANDER-LAYSTALL CONVERSION )

STANDARD VANGUARD IlI
(WITH OVERDRIVE )

STANDARD VANGUARD SPORTSMAN
TRIUMPH TR3 HARD-TOP COUPE

(WITH OVERDRIYE)
VAUXHALL CRESTA
VOLKSWAGEN DE LUXE SALOON
YOLVO 444K
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™Mbotor ROAD TESTS OF 1956 CARS

MEis® Road Test No. 23/55 (Continental)

Make : M.G.
Makers: M.G. Car

__FRONT 3=1]t"
TRACK:—peaR 4= 037

SEATS ADJUSTABLE

Type : M.G.A. Two-Seater

Co., Ltd., Abingdon-on-Thames.

Test Data

CONDITIONS. Weather .

OVERALL
WIDTH 4—10"

petrol
INSTRUMENTS

Hou with light wina
(temperature 55°-75°F., barometer 29.9-30.0 in.)
Surface : dry tarmac and concrete (Ostend-Ghent
motor road), Fuel : British and Belgian premiun
Tested with hood and sidescreens erect.

i Speedometer at 30 m.p.h oy £ Y% tast
Speedometer at 60 m.p.h, .. % 79, fast
Speedometer at 20 m.p.h. .. 5 69, fast
g Distance recorder Accurate
; =5 5 MAXIMUM SPEEDS
GROUND CLEARANCE 6 : Flying Quarter Mile

i : < M.G. SERIES M.G.A. Mean of four opposite runs ., .. 97.8 m.p.h
o F=10 = 5 Best time equals s i .. 98.4 m.p.h.

< = e e SCALE 1:50 :
=T e T Speed in gears (at recommended maximum

be 5,500 r.p.m).
max. speed in 3rd gear 62 m,p.:
- G ax. speed in 2nd gear 42 m.p.

FLOOR TO HOOD 42 Max. speed in 15t gear 26 m.p.h

SCREEN FRAME;

TO FLOOR 3505 N\ qmmmm=====F=aull"_

-
-_

-

FUEL CONSUMPTION

44 m.p.g. at constant 30 m.p.h.
- 44 m.p.g. at constant 40 m.p.h.
41 m.p.g. at constant 50 m.p.h.

SEAT TO HOOD 374"

i ~
-""'-\ Sl 38 m.p.g. at constant 60 m.p.h.
d 1 5 33 m.p.g. at constant 70 m.p.h.
97 1 . 264 m.p.g. at constant 80 m.p.h.
I -\_,_,_; S 214 m.p.g. at constant 90 m.p.h.
i \ Overall consumption for 941 miles 35.3 gallons
32 H \ =26.7 m.p.g. (10.6 itres;100 km.).
“\ 3 Fuel cank capacity 10 gallons.
\ / v;-..\ ACOCELERA'”ON TIMES Through Gsﬂ;s
; 0-30 m.p.h. o6 - A . .9 sec.
- e ’I’J 0-40 m.p.h. G & Bk 3 6.8 sec.
=S / = 0-50 m.p.h. e I 1 OlB e
il O ! S 0-60 m.p.h. o o i 16.0 sec.
/ 0.70 m.p.h. SENELI S e G )
= / 0-80 m.p.h. i o o o 30.2 sac.
0-90 m.p.h. i o . o 44,6 sec.
/ Standin: Quarter Mile .. 20.4 sec.

ACCELERATION TIMES on Two Upper

NI 5 Ratios
OT TO SCALE Tgp Ird
2 - N 10-30 m.p.h. 11.0 sec. 8.6 sec.
m\ ! 20-40 m.p-h. ?I: -i sec. ;‘3 sec.
DOOR WIDTI 30-50 m.p.h. .4 sec. .8 sec.
: H o 10.60 m.p.h. 14.0 sec. 8.4 sec.
N 50-70 m.p-h. 14.9 sec. 9.6 sec.
60-80 m.p.h. 14,7 sec. —
70-90 m.p.h. 21.4 sec. —
WEIGHT
Unlazen kerb weight - .. 18f owe HILL CLIMBING (At steady speeds)
Front/rear weight distribution .. 53/47 5 B0nabth
Weight laden as tested = 2114 ewt Max. top gear speed on 1in 20 ., i i ot v . -p.h.
i T Max, top gear speedon 1in15 ., s ai e .. 67 m.p.h.
Sf_‘ﬁl«LE IB Max. gradient on top gear .. ..1in11.1 (Tapley 200 Ib./ton)
10 | g 110 ; Max, gradient on 3rd gear .. e ..1in 7.5 (Tapley 295 |b.[tod)
b3 | | Max, gradient on 2nd gear .. e ..1in 4.8 (Tapley 465 Ib./ton)
155(C) =
00 - S0 BRAKES at 30 m.p.h.
l. = 0.96g retardation (=314 ft. stopping distance) with 95 |b, pedal pressure
90— A 0.83z retardation sl (=36} ft. stopping distance) with 75 |b, pedal pressure
di 2 0.52¢g retardation & (== 58 ft. stopping distance) with 50 Ib, pedal pressure
a0 T S — 80| 0.30¢ retardation (=100 ft. stopping distance) with 25 |b. pedal pressure
gl <
2 T 0] I
?Ugi a7 : |0 SCALE B 2
= w 11
o5 g , By T Maintenance
Ly _—’Q' 4 "(ie e ——| Sump: 6} pints, S.A.E. 30. Gearbox: 4 pints,
Bl & S.AE, 30. Rear axle: 2} pints, Hypoid 90.
g B0 Steering gear : Hypoid 90. Radiator : 10 pints
b ; 2 (2 drain taps). Chassis Lubrication : By grease
e —-5—40 aun every 1,000 miles to 9 points. lgnition tim-
< E ing: 7°B.T.D.C. Spark plug gap: .019-.021 in.
s 30 Contact breaker gap: .014-.016 in. Valve
% timing: 1.O. 16° B.T.D.C.; I.C. 56° AB.D.C.;
£ 8_20 E.O. 51° B.B.D.C.; E.C, 21° AT.D.C. Tappet
& clearances: (Hot) .017 in. Front wheel toe-in:
10— R i Nil. Camber angle: 1°. Castor angle: 4°
s Tyre pressures: Front, 17 Ib., rear, 20 Ib. (fast
0100 (00T IDIEN driving, 18 |b. and 23 Ib,) (see text). Brake fluid:
Drag at 10 m.p.h 33 b Lockheed, Battery: Luca..s SF:9EI‘ 12-v. Lamp
Drag at 60 m.p.h. .. £ 100 |b. bulbs : Head, 42/36 w. Side/indicator. 21/6 w.
Specific Fuel Consumption when cruising y lvet [ifhag fe rearfindicator/stop, 21/6 w.
at 809, of maximum speed (i.e 78.2 m.p.h.) on TIME IN SECONDS
level road, based on power delivered to rear 20 10 10 20 30 40 50

wheels .. a2 0.74 pints/b.h.p./hr.
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The M.G. Series-M.G.A. Two-seater

Individual modern styling marks the new

G.—and more than that. At 60 m.p.h.
the M.G.A. requires 279, less power to
maintain its speed than the TF Midget.
Hood and sidescreens continue the smooth

shape as far as is possible.

ARS, like people, are in their
varying degrees martyrs to
fashion, and whether the cur-

rent dictates of fashion are a good

or a bad thing sometimes makes little
difference. Some are brought up to date
almost year by year to embody the very
latest in everything, others hold out until
the very last before falling into line with
the majority, and a few, after a period of
resistance, change their fashion only for a
new one entirely their own.

It is to the last group, oddly enough, that
the M.G. “A” two-seater (described in
The Mator, September 28, 1955) belongs.
The new car has, to be sure, a smooth and
good-looking body whose lines follow con-
temporary style, and a performance which

In Brief

Price: £595 plus purchase tax £249 0s. 10d.
equals £844 0s. 10d.

Capacity . 1,489 c.c.
Unladen kerb weight 181 ewt.
Fuel consumption ... 26.7 m.p.g.
Maximum speed . 97.8 m.p.h.
Maximum speed on 1 in 20

gradient 80 m.p.h.
Maximum top gear gradient 1 in 13.7
Acceleration:

10-30 m.p.h. in top . 11.0 sec.

0-50 m.p.h. through gears 10.8 sec.

Gearing: 17.0 m.p.h. in top at 1,000
r.p.m.; 72.8 m.p.h. at 2,500 ft. per min.
piston speed.

puts it at least on a competitive footing
with the smaller fast sports cars to which
we have become accustomed. There, how-
ever, the resemblance virtually ends, for
alongside the small machines with moder-
ately stressed engines of 2 or more litres
there is now a car of comparable size with
an engine capacity of 1,489 c.c. The fact
is, of course, of primary importance to the
competitions driver as putting the car in
the 1%-litre class; aside from competition,
there are virtues in a small (and therefore
light), engine which will be mentioned
again later. :

In its essence the M.G.A . although not
in title a “Midget," is still small; it is com-
pact, manoeuvrable and lively, regards
the carriage of luggage as secondary to the
sport of motoring, and responds to its
driver’s wishes in a way the larger car can
seldom hope to do except at much greater
expense.

However good its intangible qualities,
itis by performance that a sports car
will inevitably be judged in the first
instance, and the figures recorded on the
opposite page, which were established as
usual on the Belgian motor road, provide
all the assurance that may be needed that
the car can hold its own in good company.
On the noisy side mechanically in com-

An Uncommonly
Roadworthy
14-litre Sports
Car of High

Performance

parison with present-day touring designs,
the M.G. engine was prone to run-on if
switched off quickly after a fast drive, but
was otherwise tolerant of all premium-
grade fuels. The exhaust note will obvi-
ously please many buyers, its loudness in-
creasing progressively with engine speed
and throttle opening.

The special significance of a return to
1% litres for a sports car lies in re-teaching
an old lesson that the smaller the propor-
tion of weight, and within limits the less
the actual weight on the front wheels of a
car, the more responsive will be its “‘hand-
ling""—a comprehensive term which needs
no elucidation to the enthusiast. It will be
seen that the M.G., without driver but
ready for the road and with a small quan-
tity of fuel in the tank, has some 539%, of
its weight carried by the front wheels, or
only a few pounds more on the front than
the back, while the position of seats and
fuel tank ensures that the greater part of
any additional load will bear on the back
wheels. The total weight of the pre-pro-
duction model supplied for test, which in
contrast to subsequent production models
had aluminium panelled doors and bonnet
and boot lids, may raise a few eyebrows in
a theoretical appraisal of power-weight
ratios, but the majority verdict amongst







