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Road Test No. 30/57 (Continental)

Make: M.G. Type: M.G. A Coupé
Makers: M.G. Car Co. Ltd., Abingdon-on-Thames, Berkshire

FRONT 3-11% OVERALL WIDTH 4= 107

Test Data TRACK:=peaR 404

World copyright reserved , no unguthorized
reproduction in whole or part.

CONDITIONS : Weather ; Wind 10 to 15 m.p.h;
showery. (Temperati're 78°F., Barometer 29.6 in. Hg.).

Surface ; Concrete : Montlhery Track. Fuel : British 20" =
d Fi P ium.
and bl e 10 GROUND CLEARANCE 6
INSTRUMENTS SCALE 1:50| L PG A
Speedometer at 30 m.p.h. ., ey 39, fast 13- 0 (HARDTOP)
Speedometer at 60 m.p.h. .. By 39, fast 7
Speedometer at 90 m.p.h. ., AL 49, fast
SDpeedcmeter £ 100 mep hif Tse 7% fast FLOOR TO ROOF 4I"
i . L1
RSO, i Seass SCREEN FRAME TO FLOOR 36 Sl A
WEIGHT :
Kerb weight {unladen, but with oil, coolant and
fuel for approx. 50 miles) .. i 184 ewt. R
Front/rear distribution of kerb weight 52/48 \
Weight laden as tested = o 213 cwt. |
MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Flying Montlhéry Lap 24 .. 101.2 m.p.h.
Best one-way -km. time equals .. 103.8 m.p.h.
“Maximile” Speed. (Timed quarter-mile after
one mile accelerating from rest.)
Mean of four runs o i .. 92.0 m.p.h.
Best one-way time equals .. .. 94.8 m.p.h.
Speed in Gears at recommended limit of 5,500
r.p.m,
Max. speed in chird i e +. 68 m.p.h.
Max. speed in second .. o . 42m.p.h,
Max, speed in first T S .. 26 m.p.h.

FUEL CONSUMPTION

47,0 m.p.g. at constant 40 m.p.h. on level,
43.2 m.p.g. at constant 50 m.p.h. on level.
35.4 m.p.g. at constant 60 m.p.h. on level.
31.2 m.p.g. at constant 70 m.p.h, on level.
28.8 m.p.g. at constant 80 m.p.h. on level, 28"
24,8 m.p.g. at constant 90 m.p.h. on level. DOOR WIDT
Overall Fuel Consumption for 742 miles, 26.9

gallons, equals 27.6 m.p.g. (10.2 litres{T00 km.).

NOT TO SCALE

SEATS ADJUSTABLE

Mok e E et T L el ACCELERATION TIMES from standstill  ACCELERATION TIMES onupper ratios
IFess IS% allcgance for ac:eil(eragi%n) 31 .51Bmpﬁ. 0-30mp.h. .. .. .. .. 50sec. o500 E‘;Psa?;r 3; 135‘::"
uel Tank Capacity (makers' figure) 10 gallons. 040 m.ph. .. .. .. .. 72sec. 994 mph, .. .. 13.6sec. 7.9 sec.
STEERING 0-50mph. .. .. .. .. 108sec  3050mph. .. .. 13.8sec 8.1 sec.
Turning circle between kerbs : 0-60 m.p.h. o . 22 .. 15.7 sec. 40-60 m.p.h. ., vo 12.635ec 8.7 sec.
Left o o e o = 28} feet 0-70 m.p.h. e i o .. 21.4 sec. 50-70 m.p.h. .. .o 137 sec. 10,4 sec.
Righch e . 29 feet 0:80 m.ph. e e .. 324 sec.  60-80 m.p.h. ., .. 17.6sec. -
Turns of steering wheel from lock to lock 23 Standing quarter mile Lt .. 19.8 sec. 70-90 m.p.h. .. .. 281 sec. —_
BRAKES from 30 m.p.h, HILL CLIMBING at sustained steady speeds.
0.94g retardation (equival to 32 ft, stopping distance) with 90 |b. pedal pressure. Max. gradient on top.. .. 1in107 (Tapley 210 |b./ton)
0.80g retardation (equivalent to 374 ft. stopping distance) with 75 |b. pedal pressure. Max. gradient on third . 1in 7.3 (Tapley 305 Ib.jton)

0.52¢ retardation (equivalent to 58 ft. stopping distance) with 50 |b. pedal pressure.
0.27g retardation (equivalent to 115 ft. stopping distance) with 25 Ib. pedal pressure.

Max. gradient onsecond .. 1in 4.75 (Tapley 472 Ib./ton)

@
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/ oJoloXoX® oj@ ®
1, Headlamp dip switch. 2, Gear lever. 3, Hand- button. 13, Water thermometer. 14, Dynamo switch. 21, Oil pressure -gauge. 22, Lights
brake. 4, BONEBEV‘EaWh release. 5, Fuell charge warning light. 15, Trip re-setting knob. switch, 23, Fog lamp switch. 24, Tachometer.
;oafgl::%:::ﬁiéﬂ 8 V;%i?;:i?'nc\:::rjlr??;; 16, Headlamp main beam indicator light. 17, Map 25, Panel light switch. 26, Speedometer and
perature and heater fan switch. 10, Horn reading light switch. 18, Map reading light. distance recorder. 27, Direction indicator

button. 11, Demisting control. 12, Starter 19, Windscreen wipers switch. 20, lgnition switch. 28, Direction indicator warning light.
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An' Economical i 100 m p.h, <Car with Exceptiona-l Roadworthiness

N the world of motoring there are many
cars capable of exceeding 100 m.p.h.;
indeed, most current American produc-

tions are capable of this feat. In contrast,
the majority of European cars place an
accent on economical running as exempli-
fied by a fuel consumption of, say, better
than 25 m.p.g. Standing between these
two extremes there is a choice of four cars,
all of European origin, which will beat by
a useful margin both the 100 m.p.h. and
the 25 m.p.g. mark, the latest recruit to
this select company being the M.G. A
model with the fixed-head coupé body.

Reference to our road test of the car in

original form with open body but raised
hood will show that the maximum speed on
a flat and level road was 97.8 m.p.h., but
the coupé model recently tested on the
banked Montlhéry track displayed a sen-
sibly superior performance by returning an
overall lap time equivalent to 101.2 m.p.h.
with a fastest half kilometre at 103.8 m.p.h.
There is therefore no question of the

In Brief
Price (including wire wheels, heater,
screen washer, etc.,, as tested), plus
purchase tax: £1,158 15s. 9d.

Basic price of £724, with 363 7s. Od. pur-
chase tax equals £1,087 7s. Od.

Capacity iy i 1,489 c.c.
Unladen kerb weight 184 cwt.
Acceleration:

20-40 m.p.h. in top gear ...  13.6 sec.

0-50 m.p.h. through gears 10.8 sec.
Maximum direct top gear

gradient o] Insl0cF
Maximum speed ...101.2 m.p.h.
“Maximile’ speed ... S92 mipih,
Touring fuel consumption ... 31.5 m.p.g.

Gearing: 17 m.p.h. in top gear at 1,000
r.p.m.; 29 m.p.h. at 1,000 ft./min. piston

speed.

ability of this car to exceed the three figure
mark and anyone who questions the utility
of this feat in itself should consider the
implications thereof upon acceleration in
the upper speed ranges and in the ability
to cruise with the engine running on a
modest throttle opening.

So far as acceleration 1s concerned, the
figures show that making ful use of the
gearbox the M.G. will run up to 80 m.p.h.
within 25 sec. from a speed of 40 m.p.h.
and even if the driver remains in top gear
between these two speeds the time needed
is only 30 sec. A speed of 80 m.p.h. is
therefore readily within the compass of
the car on any reasonable section of road
and in this condition the piston speed is
only slightly in excess of 2,500 ft/min. and
the engine is delivering little more than
half maximum power.

The high acceleration of the car 1s
perhaps of particular value on British
roads; the aspect of a comfortable 80 m.p.h.
cruising is of especial value abroad and it is
perhaps significant that an extremely high

proportion of M.G. A. production is

exported.

Road surfaces abroad are notoriously
poorer than they are in England and for
this reason we were particularly impressed
by the robustness of the car and the entire
absence of chassis wave or body shake even
when speeds considerably greater than
80 m.p.h. were being sustained on Con-
tinental highways. This high stiffness
factor not only ensures freedom from
deterioration of door windows, window
frames and other small items in the general
structure but also gives the driver and
passenger a psychological impression that
high speeds can be maintained in safety,
whereas some more flimsily built vehicles
suffer not only from mechanical disabilities

but also impose strain and anxiety upon
the occupants,

The impression of safety engendered by
the M.G. is, fortunately, founded on fact.
Although with the recommended tyre
pressures, squeal is somewhat prevalent
with high-speed cornering, with the higher
pressures adopted on Montlhéry circuit,
this annoyance disappears, and cornering
power comes up Into the racing car class
which is not particularly surprising in view
of the 30 years' continuous competition
experience which lies behind the car.

Although automobile engineering has
reached the point where the maximum
speed. acceleration and fuel consumption
of a new car will conform closely to pre-
dictions derived from the drawing board,
this is by no means true in regard to
steering and handling characteristics and
the prototype M.G. A. models were
developed on a special course to a point
where the speed through a given series of
corners was equal to the best obtainable
irrespective of selling price.

The coupé displays almost neutral
steering characteristics coupled with excep-
tional rapidity of response under the
influence of the absolutely positive rack
and pinion steering gear. The steering
wheel itself might perhaps be placed
farther from the driver for the benefit of
those who prefer the modern straight-arm
control position and over rough surfaces
there is noticeable shake on the wheel
which does not in any way affect the
straight running of the wvehicle. By the
standards of the family car more than
usual physical effort has to be exerted on
the wheel, but this is a very small price to
pay for that feeling of absolute mastery
over the attitude of the vehicle which is
one of the most desirable features a car







