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Gals love it! Guys love it! Why? The gals for its

sleek, distinctive styling...the guys for its
roadability and get-up-and-go! And both agree
that its modest cost and high quality
make MGA the sports-car buy of a lifetime.

Arrange for a test drive today!

Represented in the United States by

hambre AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION » 27 west 57th Strest. New York 16, New York

A product of The British Motor Corporation, Ltd, e Said and serviced by a nationwide network of distributors and dealers.
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TWIN
CAM
MG-A

MG-A gets new lease on life with 1600 ce,
double overhead cams and 107 bhp.

PHOTOGRAPHY: POOLE

HE EXISTENCE of an experimental double—overhead cam
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is that the
duction,

Externally the only visual evidence of what lies concealed
under the hood is the special Dunlop dise wheels with
knock-off hubs. The rest of the car is essentially MG-A in
all details except the following:

1) The twin-cam engine has 1588 cubic centimeters. by vir-
tue of a cylinder hore increase from 2.875 to 2.969 inches.
2) Dunlop caliper-type disc brakes are used.

3) Tires are 5.90-15 “Roadspeed” instead of 5.60.

4) The frame is specially braced for added torsional ri-
gidity,

The rest of the specifications are the same, including an
8-inch clutch, 4.30 axle ratio and suspension details.

The twin-cam “1600" engine has an aluminum eylinder
head with a 9.90 compression ratio. It develops 107 brake
horsepower at 6500 revolutions per minute, The camshafis
are driven by a duplex roller chain and the cam followers
are described by MG as “inverted buckets.” The bottom end
ol this unit is considerably different from the standard BMC
“B" series engine. There is the larger bore oblained by
suitable core changes, a heavier crankshaft with thicker
cheeks. lead/indium bearings, racing-type connecting rods
(non-split upper end) and a new oil pump of the eccentric
rotor type.

As for performanece, the new 1600 should do much to re-
store interest in the under—1600 ce production class. The
curb weight will be within 20 or 25 pounds of the standard
MG-A and the resultant ficure of 20.6 pounds per horse-
power (with driver) would indicate a potential that might
oive even a certain $6000 German import (the one with 120
bhp) some real trouble in both sales and competition.

Available as either a roadster or as a coupe for about

=

#3500, this is a car which we can hardly wait to test. [§3

ohe version of the MG engine is now in pro-

ROAD & TRACK, SEPFTEMBER, 1958



AIRFLOW'S WATER FLOW . ..

1 was very pleased to see the Airflows men-
tioned in R&T. However, I would like to
take issue with you on a couple of points.
The radiator on my 1934 Chrysler Airflow 8
is down-flow, not eross-flow. So are the other
Airflow radiators | have seen. Further, my
Airflow has a heavy and rugged, if not rigid,
frame to which body is held by bolts
and nuts! As to the tricks used to install
the 8-cylinder, in-line engine, the chief one
was to add several inches to the hood and
to the body panels just in front of the doors.
Oakland 18, Calif. Robert C. Castner

All the early press releases mentioned the
cross-flow  radiator, but we cannot recall
actually seeing it. Thanks for the correction.

We said “a few design tricks kept the
extra inches of length dewn to a minimum,”
and that “unit frame and bedy . . . com-
promised a bit,” ete.

CRUISING SPEEDS ...

On page 8 of the 1958 Road & Track Road
Test Annual, what do you mean by giving
the VW a top speed of 70.2 and a cruising
speed of 123.07 Is the 123.0 with a 3.8-liter
Jaguar engine installed?

Du Bois, Pa. W. Cochran

The column labelled cruising speed should
have included the word “theoretical” The
cruising speed quoted is given on our revised
data panel as the “equivalent mph” corre-
sponding to the engine speed at which the
mean piston speed is 2500 feet per minute.
This is the usual convention, taken as rela-

the

tively sufe for long periods of continuous
aperation. Some engines will stand up longer
at 3000 ft/min than others at 2500: it de-
pends on many complex factors, of course.
A good, general rule for safe high-speed
cruising s to install (and wateh) oil
temperature gauge. A temperature of 250°F
is safe for most engines, 275°F is borderline
and 300°F usually means expensive noises
in a very short time, even with a loose (well
worn) engine and copper/lead bearings.

WEAR INDEX? . ..

In the June issue’s “Miscellancous Ram-
blings” you predict a relation belween feet
per mile and cylinder wear. Moreover, you
present a “Wear Index” built up of revolu.
tions per mile and feet per mile.

This is indeed marvelous. Most scientists
declare that a very great deal of the cylinder
wear is caused by corrosion during starting
and warming up. I do fail to see any con-
nection between your Wear Index and the
corrosion under the conditions mentioned.
Jonkoping, Sweden Sven Wicklund

We have had other letters which are rather
critical of our Wear Index. There is ample
reason for criticism on the score that our
Index is an oversimplification. It is, and we
considered including all sorts of variubles
including load factor. We did not consider
cold-sturting corrosion because this should be
nearly the same for all engines. However,
we drapped all complications in favor af
simplicity.

We admit that the R&T Wear Index does
not consider all [actors contributing to
engine wear, and it does perhaps over-
emphasize the engine's stroke. It was de-
signed merely to serve as a rough and simple
guide (in the absence of anvthing else), and
it is surely more valid than pistan travel per

car mile. ()]
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Now—for the first time—you

can own a personal copy of a big 70-
page catalog of Solex Carburetors
and parts compiled expressly

for American owners of imported
motor cars! Every owner and
service organization will want one.

Send check or money order

$3.00 post paig

i AUTOMOTIVE
DIVISION

A RN

COMPLETE
CATALOG OF

SOLEX

CARBURETORS AND

SERVICE PARTS

SOLEX Carburetors are
precision built to deliver
the ultimate in

efficient carburetion,

OLT CORPORATION,

Warsaw, Indiana

NEW ITEM

Mea

see these ftems

at your dealers P. 0. BOX 415, MAN

ACCESSORY ENGINEERING

Dealers’ Inquiries Invited

FOR MGA & TR3

CONTINENTAL KIT—incvease luggage space (TRA re-
move separation between luggage eompartment & tive
well] improve appearanee—easy to install—made of
structural steel tubing—heavily chrome plated—holds
wheel rigidly in place—specify wire or dise wheels—

fits MGA & TR3 only $30.05.

TIRE COVERS—:2 Ply De Luxe Fabrie—18 month guar-
antee—100% waterproof—eolors: white, black, groen,
blue or tan-—$8.95.

LUGGAGE RACKS—removible—no holea to drill—ideal
for wvacations or week end trips—econsists of triple
chrome plated tubular steel frame and 4 sturdy fin-
ished hardwood slats—sits on 4 large stain proof
rubber suction cupe & held in place with 6 web straps
—(MGA, Austin Healey & Triumph $24,75) (Corvette
$27.50) (T-Bird $29.75).

OTHER ITEM5—MGA - Grille Guard $18.75—Flap Stays
3496 pr.—MGA Front Lie. Plate Bracket %£1.75
Morris Minor Gear Shift Extension $1.95—Univ. Front
& Rear Lie. Plate Rracket 22.50 Light Reloeation
Bracket $.95—Austin  Healey Badge Buar $0.95
—Honknik §4.95—MGA Floor Mats £9.95 (3 pe. Eet
§13.95) Gas Plate $2.95,

nufactured by

Prices include Postage
Add 4% Tax in Calif.

HATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Sorry, No C.O.D.

. RALLY EQUIPMENT .
NEW SUPREME RALLY INDICATOR

87 Dial, 26" sealo, highest quality ane

paid with eheck or MO
STEVENS ENGINERING CO., {Dept. R)
2421 Military Awe.

ABCUTACY,

Each mile numbered to 60, With leather case
—&14. NEW IMPROVED DUAL LECTRIC |
COUNTER—Push  button  reset—dash r o clip-
board mount— 17 oz Complets—$98, Rally
Indicator with leather cage—$8.50, All items st -

W. Los Angeles 64, California

Southwest's Oldest and Largest Parts and
Service Institule for Imported Cars

THOROUGHBRED

CAR COMPANY
820 N. BROADWAY » OKLAHOMA CITY
M G = MORRIS » AUSTIN-HEALEY = JAGUAR « ROLLS-ROYCE

DRIVING GLOVES

Genuing  hand-sewn, seft pigskin driving
gloves, imported from Germany and of the
highest quality workmanship. Available in all
sizes for both men and women in either an
open-back style with full fingers, OR a per-
forated-back style with cut-out finger tips for
sure gripping of the stearing whesl. When
ordering state size and styla.

Price: $10.50 pr. F.0.B. Les Angeles
Write for list of YW and Porsche Accessorias.

JACK McAFEE MQTORS
13323 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks, Calif.
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